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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Tuerspay, FEBRUARY 10, 1848,

PEACE MEMORIAL FROM THE QUAKERS.

4 NG, of Massachuselts, by leave, presented the me-
mulaliln‘l §|‘l:1\hr wprkumu!r!‘of the yearly _meuing of the %0-
ciety of Friends for New England, praying for the speedy
termination of the war with Mexico, and moved its reference
10 the Committee on Forcign Afluirs, and that it be printed.

The motion was divided, and the memorial was refenied
the Commitiee on Foreign Alflairs.

['he question recurring on the motion to print— B

* Mr. KING addressed the Houde as follows: 1 had sup-
od thut a memorial 50 important, coming from a people so
respectable, woukl be printed without a question, ‘lfhau me-
morial comes from nine th d i g in six sove-
reign States of this Union ; pe; who, for ty, gene-
ral intelligence, and private worth, compare favorably with any
other class of cilizens ; men warmly sitached Lo the country
and its free institutions. They are men who emphatically
mind their own busi , who maintai lllQlI‘ uwn Poor, pay
taxes for general purposes, and educate their own d_:Lﬁdmu i
they are not found a burden on the comm v, in almshouses,
juils, or penitentinries § they render to Umsar the things that
are Cwmsar's, and ask peacefully to enjoy the rights of -con-
science and 1o obey its dictates. ? ]

The Friends of New Eagland who present this memorial,
like the other followers of Penn throughout the Union, have
no party or political organization ;- they never vex Congress
with petitions about bunks or tariffs, or land distribution, or
subtreasuries ; it is only on great moral and religious ques-
tions that they come bere ; it is only when conscience prompts
that their voice is beard in this hall, and that solemn voice
must not pow be suppressed. - :

The expense of printing this memorial will not exceed
three or four dollars; we every day print papers of very litile
importance, and some of even doubtful character, Within
the last five minutes you bave ordered the printing of a Iy_ll |
which provides for paying for horses lost or killed in the mili-
tary service of the United States. This was deemed worth
printing : bat a memorial so decent, %0 respectful, from the
Society of Friends, who consider themselves bound 1o do to
others as they would that others should do to them ; the me-
morial of the Friends of all New England, who feel a neces-
sity laid on them to bear their testimony faithfully sgainst all |

wars and fightings : a testimony which their predecessois in
religious profession have uniformly borne through good report |
and evil report, and in former times through much cruel sut- |
fering, both bodily and mental, must not be printed on ac- |
count of establishing a'b On the table before |

ou lies a petition, printed in the Senate, of the officers of the I
{'nhod States army in Mexico, praying for the passage of a
law msking provision for old and disabled officers, - It may be |
tight, then, to provide for disabled officers ; but it is not nght |
to agitate the question of bringing to a speedy close the war |
which makes such provision necessary. The progress of the |
war must not be questioned, thoogh forty battles have achieved
enough for glory ; though the Llood of more than twenty- ‘
seven thousand slain and wounded Americans, citizens of the
sister republics, has drenched the Mexican soil ; though scores l
of thousands of widows, and orphans, and friends are mourn-
ing for their loved and lost friends. It may be right tdfyole.men |
and money for the further prosecution of this war of invasion, |
but the refusal to print this memoriai must be considered as the |
expression of a determination mot to give the question of a |
speedy termination of the war a respectful and decent consid- ‘
eration.

Mr. K. said he hoped he should not be obliged to ask for |
the veas and nays, but that the House would permit this me- |
morial, from a class of the people so numerous and worthy,
and on a subject which involves the character, the prosperity,
and the lastng honor and true glory of the nation, to be
printed. He hoped that, however much members might be
suspected of awantof conscientiousness there, they would not
manifest a ton reckl ,and disrespect for a cluss of.
men who abhor all war and fighting ; who cherish the belief
that the peacemakers are the children of God, and whose lives
and conduet exemplify and prove the truth of their professions.

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, was opposed to the printing of this
document, without reference to its contents or to the character |
and respectability of the memorialists,. The gentleman from
Massachnsetts was aware that opposition had ever been made
1o the printing of any memorial of individual citizens, however
respectable.  The utmost extent to which the Hoose had gone,
with some few exceptions, was to print the memorinls and reso-
lutions of our State Legislatures. It was anjust, invidious, to
draw distinctions between citizens of diflerent portions of the
country. If they printed the memorial of the Friends, they
ought 1o print the memorials of apy other citizens of this coun-
try who respectfully petitioned this House for action on any

sulbject.
that
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The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Kixa) said

| renler to the highly respectable signers of the memorial now

A

to know, that it was nol cuslomary to
print mel excopt memorials of States. Hut legal
gentlemen remembered the maxim as to law, manenfe ra-
fiune, manet lex—** the law lasts as long as the reason lasts.”
This was, o ought to be, equally true of the usages of the
House. As long ss potitions were actually reported by
the commitiess to which were referred, there be
less reason for printing them, because then they became known
to the House and the country in another way. But, l:f va-

1 . m

part of discretion to surrender to the demand of Great Britin.

L4

Mr. M, said he could not this war but s a
offence. It was against the of the times. [t was 1 re-
trograde step in the onward progress of eivilization and bu-
manity. It wus a misuse, a totul perversion of our rich re-

, 8 misdi -‘;:lol' our aims. 'The cultivation of the
arts of peace, of reproduction, of multiplication, of creation,
were now recognised on all hands as best suited to the genius
and enterprising s pisit of our people. To cultivate war, in

i , was an inversion of statesmanship unworthy of

nous artilices, the right of petition bad | i
to a nullity. So far bad this process gone that it was now
very difficult so much as to present a petition to the House, so
as 10 bring the prayer of the petitioners to the knowledge of
the members and the country, and all the trouble which, in
consequence of g interest in its object, had been taken
in preparing it was thus absolutely thrown away. Petition
day only occurred once a fortnight ; it fell on the only day in
the week on which the rules and orders could be suspended
and the recent ice bad been to snspend the rules on that
day, so a8 to opportunity for President-making in one
or another form, or any business which was thought im- 1
portant enough to justify an exclusion of the people from tl!e

right of presenting their memorials to their servants on this '
floor. Mr. P. had had petitions on hand for more than six ‘
weeks, from between three and four thousand ministers and |
laymen of the Unitarian denomination, besides others, which

be had not been able yet to get an opportunity to present. It

was no answer to him to say that, by snother rule of the

House, he could hand his petitions at any time to the Clerk

to go o a committee. Suppose he wanted to reler a memo- |
rinl 10 a select commitiee ; certainly the Chair would not raise

one without & vote of the House,  Besides, Mr. P. liad only J
spoken a publie_sccret when be had said that there were pe- |
ttions on subjeets very interesting to their signers und to the |
country, wl as things now stood, were doomed neverto be

heard of mare, after they got into the hands of the standing |
committees of this House, T'he only chance for them to come |
before the House and before the country was by being print- |
ed.  Aud this poor justice, st least, he should give his voteto |

presented by his friend and colleague.

Mr. HENLEY rose to a question of erder.

Mr. PALFREY hoped the gentleman would not interrupt
bim. He did not interrupt the gentleman from Indiana.

Mr. HENLEY said he would interrupt the gentleman from
Massachusetts. The pending question was op the motion to

rint.

Mr. PALFREY said he was strictly in order.

The SPEAKER was also undersiood to decide that the ‘
gentleman from Mudsachusetts was in order in alluding to
facts as illastrations of an argument.

Mr. PALFREY said he believed he could satisfy the gen-
tleman from [ndiana himeelf that he was in order in the re-
marks which he had made on the question before the House.
He maintained that this memorial, which came from the con-
ference of Friends, ought to be printed, because in no other
way would it in the ordinary course of things come before the
House. When such memorials as that which be beld in his
hand, and that presented by his friend—memorials 1o which
signatures were obtained with so much pains, indicating great
interest in the subject—were presented to the considerati
of the House, il the House would not allow the 1ules pertain--
ing to matiers of that kind to be carried into effect—if they were |
to be buried'in the hands of their standing committees, then he |
said it was most material and important that the House should
print them, at least that through the medium of the pressthese
pelitions might be brought to the view of the House and of
the people at large. It was to say this that he had risen, and
the gentleman from Indinga would see that his argument was
pertinent. He should vote for the motion to print.

Mr. HASKELL moved the previous queation. |

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the motion to print |
the memorial on the table ; which motion to lay on the table |
was decided in the negative.

The House refusing to lay the motion to print on the

table—

The demand for the previous q Was SO0 , and
under ils operation the memorial was ordered to be printed by |
yeas and nays, as fullows ; ; |

YEAS—Moessrs John Q. Adams, Green Adams, Ashmun,
Barrow, Blanchard, Botts, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Canby, |
Chapman, Clapp, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Crans- |
ton, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Dounell,

| Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Dunean, Dunn, Eckert, Ed-
| wards, Entbree, Alexander Evans, Nathau Evans, Farrelly, |
| Fisher, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnedl, |
| Hale, Nathan K. Hull, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Heury, |
Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingyrmfl,"
Trvin, Jenkins, John W, jnnel, ‘Daniel P.King, Wm. T. |
' Lawrence, Siduey Lawrence, Lincoln, Melivaine, Marsh, |
| Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Palivey, Pendle- |
| ton, Pollock, Putisrs, Reynolds, Julius Roekwell, Joln A. |
Iockwell, Romun, lioot, ‘Kumu—y, St. John, Schenck, Shep- |
| perd, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Tru-
| mar® Smith, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Tallmadge, Thibo-
densux, Tsylor, ‘Vompkins, Richard W. Thompson, John B.
Th , Wi Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Vau Dyke,

these memorialists were good citizens ; that they |
their own poor, educated their own children, paid their own
taxes, and obeyed the laws. Ewvery word of this, however
true in regard to then, (and be had no doubt of it,) was equal-
Iy true in regard 1o the citizens he had the honor to represent ;
and yet the citizens of the State of Georgin had on more than
one ocension passed resolutions al theis primary meetings, aud
had signed petitions, which when presented to this House were
reiosed to be printed. And not only so, bot the fact was
equally true in regard to the constituents of every gentleman
* on this floor.  Yet they did not expend the public money in
printing these memorals, so unnecessary and uncalled for
once open the door, and it would be neccssary 1o print all the
petitions which were presented, (to which he, Mr. C., pre-
sumed not a single gentleman on this floor would consent, | or

discriminstions, invidious discriminstioys, must be made le |

tween the citizens of the country.

He knew not the character of the memorial ; he had not ex-
amined it
coming from the Society of Frienda ; his objection rose on the
principle be had laid down. He trusted the House would not
depart from a custom founded in justice and propriety—that
was, to refuse to print memorials whenever presented, urnless
they came from the State Legislatures, or unless there was
some peculier cause for their printiog.
there had been some exeeptions, but he trusted they would not
be repented.  He moved to lay the motion to print on the table.

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, asked the yeas und nays on
the motion.

Mr. HENLEY waid "he did not like to be obliged to vote
upon a question of this sort until—

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from Indiana that
the mation to lav on the table was not debatable.

Mr. HENLEY appealed to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. Conn) 1o withdraw, 1o give Lim the opportunity to make
sOme rema ks

.\!r. COBB, in compliance with the request, withdrew the
motion.

Mr. HENLEY, resuming the floor, addressed the Houre.
Mr. Bpeaker, (said be,) this is oot the first time sines
this war began that memorials of this character have
been Pre—glml to this HQUW. containing the saine views.
And what do these memorialists ask for ¥ They pray Con-
gress to feel the respoosibility of the situation it occupies be-
fure the country, and to take measures to bring shout n pence.
When they come and ask o8 to feel our responsibility before

the country and bring about a peace, they charge us with not
feeling our resfonsibility and with baving no desice for peace
And in charging it they charge a falsehicod on this Congross
or on that particolar party against which they mean 10 make
it.  Itis for this renson that [ desire to moke a few remaris
I admit they are respectable le—I admit they are gool
citizens. 1 am proud 1o acknowledge that there are many of
them in my own State and in my own district.  There are

some of thst clarw of people amongst my own relatives, Many
of my conne xioms are of that denomination of people. I know
them, and they know they have been opposed to this country

in every contest
were against t

ln the holy war of the Revolution they
mntry heeause of their peculiar notions on
the subject, of war. They may have been honest ; but the
fault of this peoj e is that thoy permit their peculinr notions to
overcome their patriotim and love of conntry, That is the
faolt they have committed. They may charge the fault on
others, but [ say we may charge it on them. They know that
they were opposed to this country in the last war with Great
Britin.  Thut cvery one will acknowledge. This prople
then prayed tbor peace, and on what conditions *  Not becaase
prace would secure the honor gl :Im_\ of the national char-
acter, but they desirod 0 peace ot all hagarde. And that is
what these memorial ? They do not aek you to
take care to maititain tot sl mlﬂirily of the couniry,

or iis good name aned t they ask you lo mske

-—-I!l’.l oneoncttinns’ e kind ; and for that rea-
mon [ will not r.)r:m- :'I.'.. ;_ rin I: wiT norial. I have revpnet
for them as citizens, Lal no fur ¢ peruliar notions, 1 am
peveonally acquainted with wany of Vs, and 1 admit they
are honest, creditable periun edge that, but be-

yond that I cannot go.

I will repeat that I am
cavise this memorial asks us 1o msl e
will redound to the honor of the American

conditiona) peace, without regail 1o th

notion to print, be-
no! a pesce that

ne, but an un-

1 of the conns

try. | might say something more 10 1¢ v this very re-
spectable people.  Though they are very Lon o aud very con-
scientious people, pechaps it may be U the sulject of
war they are not o conscientious as they vz be. | know
woll that they profess to be opposed to militue; chioflains an
the octupantis of the high offices of this republic, uiilisy have
woled for military chiefining for high office ; aud v ey nat

do it again > [ kaow this is inconsistent with their professed
character, but we know that all men are linlle to oo und if
“wwe serotinize the Quaker character, after coneeding 1o them
of charactor, we shall find that they are not cxemp
the frailties of human nature : and therefore, whie thoy
are inconsistent, they may claim to be conscientious.  Wien
they deemed it nocessary they could vote for & military chief-
tain of the Federal party, and may they not at some period
hwhw. wat ' Sir, | am opposed to the mo-.
to print. :
. PALFREY mid that Le understood the gentleman

tion
from Indiana to sxy what be, (Mr. P.) as & new member,

He did not objeet to its printing on account of its |

To this rule he knew |

\'imm:. Warren, Wentworth, Wh'te, Wilson—U08,
NAYS—Mesire. Atkinson, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham,
Birdsall, Black, Bovock, Bowdon, Bowlin, ‘Hoyd, Wm. G.
| Brown, Charles Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Frauklin
! Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Collins, Cummins,
aniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin,
Flournoy, Fries, French, Fulton, Goggia, Green, Willurd P,
Hall, Harvis, Henley, Hill, George 5. Houston, luge, Iverson,
Avdrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Joues,
Kaulman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sere, Lefller, Ligon, Lord,
Lompkin, Maclay, McClellwnd, MeClernand, McKay,
Melane, Mamn, Miller, Morse, Nicoll, Peck, Petrie,
| Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, HRichardson, Richey,
Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stinon, Stark-
westher, Stephens, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, Jus, Thomp-
son, Turuer, Venable, Williams, Wiley, Woodward—83,

S0 the memorial was ordered to be printed.

I THE LOAN' BILL AND THE WAR.

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union, (Mr. Bores in the chair,) and pro-
ceeded to the consideration of the bill authorizing a loan not
exceeding §18,500,000.

Mr. MARSH, who was entitled to the floor from yester- |
duy, addressed the committee during his aliotted hour in a |

speech of his usual elaborately finished style and rapid delive-
v. The can ahly present such a brief and imper-
feet outline of its gemeral” features as he was ublo to eateh.
Mr. M. said that he proposed (o avail himself of this occa-
sion to do what be had never before attempted to do in this
| place, viz. express his own opinion and that which be beliey-
ed 10 be the opinion of & large majority of his constituents,
and, as he hoped, of the whole American people, on the
| causes, motives, objects, and dependencies of the existing war
with Mexico, and would induce him 10 vote against the

the purposes of conquest. I'he advocales of the war said that
it was now too late to stop, and the only question to be set-
tied was, what means ought to be adopted to bring the war to
an speedy o termination as possible, and obtain such n peace
a# should be honorable 1o us and just to our sdversaries, Tt
woull be, did a state of war absolve us from all moral respon-
sibalities to those of the human family who happened to be
out cnemies ?  Mr. M. was one who never had been able to
soe the distinction between public and private morality, and
who held that there was a broad distinction between o war for
e defence and maintenance of existing rights and a war for
the sneceasful establishment of new cluims.

In julging of the propriety of prosecuting any war, it was |
aaterial 1o inguire into the design and purposes for which the
war bud been commenced 3 otherwise, we could never know
whetlor the war had sccomplished its end or pot.  In
1o this war, it was animportant to distinguish between ita pri-
mary ciuse and ite immediste ocossion.  [1 was now, he be-
lieved, prety gemetally if mot universally admitted that the

| annexation of Texus.

I' institution,

further prosecution of hostilities, which, though avowedly |
commenced for defence, were obviously to be carried on inr[

| but it was of the highest importance to remember, and tie fact

the nineteenth century, and ngainst the precepts of Christi-
anity. It called a great civilized and Christian nation to turn

the ploughshare into the sword. The poliey of this people | honorable

was to incresse by nstural growth and by accretion, not o
spread by acquisition and conquest. The very publicity that
necessarily attended the operations of a republican govern-
ment was utterly opposed to the policy of an acquisitive war,
which must have been planned in darkness, But it was not
a thing to be wondered at thut an Administration which was
in direet huﬁfﬂ to the encouragement of the useful aris and
the protection of doniestic industiy should seek to divert pub-
lic attention from it selfish and ambitious policy by helding
up the tinsel of mhﬁ glory, and waving re gaze 0
the people the false meretricious dor of foreign con-
quest, and thue finding out a new guﬂ%h-:mpluymem for
hunds which its own course had taken from the industrial oc-
cupations and pursuits of privatelife. An effort had been made
to hide the turpitude of this war of aggreasion by exageerating
the wrongs we had experienced from Mexicans and the
glory to be acquired by victory over them. The South
were 1old that the success of the contest wonld provide anple
space for the spread and 1he confirmed establishment of slavery,
and effectually dissipate the delusive hope with which
Mr. Walker's letter bad cheated the Democracy of the
North ; while at the same time the North was encouraged by
the hope that the Wilmot proviso would be grafied on some
of the war bills, and would thereby practically prevent the
further extension of slavery, Those who had clothed two
nations in scarlet and dipped their hands in the blood of each
ollier, hoped to blind the eyes of the poopln of this country
by dazzling them with the prospect of admitting the East In-
din trade into the Jalifornia.

Mr. M. said he was not the apologist of Mexico : he enter-
tsined no admiration for her character, nor was he disposed to
deny that she had done ua great wrong ; and none could hope
less than he did from a country under the double burden of
the despotism of soldiery and the d ism of pricsts. The
Mexicans were, technically, the enemies of his country, and
he wished for them no trophies erected at our expese ; but,
on the other hand, he had no sympathy with men who would
visit the sing of aspiring and cruel leaders on the poor de-
graded beings who were but the passive inmmnga'nf their
tyranny and hell-born ambition ; who scorned the civie vieto-
ries of peace, and “had chaplets to bestow only on the Lold
and reckless soldier. Mr. M. had no wish to see Mexican
women converted into widows, and their cities given 1o the
flame. e had rather his country would sit down in hon-
est shame than enjoy the guilty glory of having, by lawless
violence, epread her dominion over thie entire continent. One
murder made a villain, a thousand made a her ; but the states-
man who sat coolly down in the seclusion of his closet, and
planned a war of party ambition, and the hot-headed ruler
whose orders bathed a land in blood, were bu wholesale man-
slayers; whom no amount of carnage and cestruction t.o':]d
ever convert into heroes. Bonaparte, the greslest captain
the world had seen, turned pale, and wept, and trembled on
discovering that by an order rashly given to gratify & woman
with the sight of a battle-field, he had shortoned, |hpo¢l1 but
for a few days, the lives of many of his faithful soldiers; but
what eompunetious visitings, what gracious drops of generous
repentance, bad this Administration ever exhibited at the
sweeping slaughter in the streets of Monterev, the crushing of
women and children in the hombardment of Vera Cruz, at the
pestilence of the camp, sweeping thousands into an inglori-
ous grave, or even at the tears and mourning that were to be
witnessed in the highways of this metropolis *

But, while discussing the guestion of morals involved in
the prosecution df this war, it would be well 10 inquire into
the origin, the eaysa causarum, which was 1o be found in the

Perhaps the bare act of annexation itsclf, spart from the
motives which led to it, and the means by which it was effect-
ed, might not warrant a declaration of war on_the part of
Mexico. To determine this point, it was requisite that we
should know more than would, in afl probulility, be ever
known by the present generation touching the relations of
Mexico to her revolted province. It might l¢ urged that |
Texas was at the time actuslly independent ; onl it was pos-
sible, though the fact had never yet been prove, that her re-
volt from under the Mexiean authority was jutified by her
misrule and oppression ; but our ground of julgment must
have respect to the motives snd the means wiich produced
her annexation to this Union. The motive, the avowed mo- |
tive, was 10 prevent the abolition of slavery in Texas, and to
get more space for extending and strengthening that institu-
tion. ‘The annexation was held 1o be necessaiv 1 the secu-
rity of the slaveholder : it was indispensable in onder to the
securing of his rights as guarantied by the comtiution ; and
the inference drawn from these premises was, thut therefore
the General Government was bound to aid in the project. It
was trae that a timid suggestion had been adid! as 1o the
| probable loss of a gieat market for Northern manafacturs g
[ and a humbug was gotlen up about Texas being necessury to
the Uniun as a means of strengthening the defence of an ex-
| posed frontier ; and, as a make-weight, there ha! been thrown
| in an apprehension of the power of British mfloence which
| would be exerted there shonld annexation not be effectc! ; but
he passed all these considerstions, because, though the: might I
possibly ba sueeessful in gulling such persons as hol been
simple enough to give credence 1o the Kane letter, ouring
them that Mr. Polk wasn great friend to prolecting dmestie
industry, yet it was perfectly notorious. that they nesir had
availed toinfluence a single vote in Congress. Congres had
had before it the naked question as a Southern questin—as |
the question of slavery. The question before them hs! been I
whether this General Government was or was not callel upon
to support and strengthen that institution, by giving 1 space |
for a greater extension ! Up to that time it had alwiis been |
| eontended by the South, and generally admitted by the North,
| that the General Government had no jurisdiction as to livery;
buat, as had been well said by another, in their overheated
zeal, the friends of annexation coneeded a principle wh the
sholitionists had not becn slow to take advantage of, sz that
Congress had the right of legislation on a subject whih had
hitherto been confined exelusively o the legislative power of
the States.

Mr. M. said he should not now undertake to discoss the
subject of slavery, either as a christian or an uncinstian
He bad formed an opinion on that wbject,
which remained unchanged, in spite of the theological argu-
ment which had been made on this floor, and the profs in
its tavor which had then been sdduced from holy wri, and
whirh, if certain indications and intimations were worhy of
confidence, were soon to be repeated again in that House ;

ought neve: to be forgotten, that the leading moive of
those in authority in getting op this war with Mexico vas the
perpetuation of slavery.

However wrong the motive of the war might have heen,
there was yot more of crime in the means used in brineng it
to puss,  Whoever wished to read the blackest page in \mer.
iean history should ferret out the secret intrigues, the [ dden
unucknowledged plans and insidious deceptive efforts, 10 xcite |
the nation and get it up to the war pitch, in order 10 v that
powertul feeling to effoct certain predetermined party o jocts.
He ought to dive into the recesses of that Machiavelian jolicy |
which held out diffecent baite to different portions of the copn-
try, that, by combining the action of many discordon cle- |
ments and applying it in one direction, annexation miht be |
accomplished in  wpite of the North. He should wuich

priwary eauve of our war with Mexico was the annexation of
Fexas ; 1k proximale canse was certain!y the advance of the
U nited Siaies army to the banks of the Hio Grande ; but it
did wot thentore follow that the war was a necessary conse- |

quénce. This Cabinet might be responsible for the actual
existercn of the war, thoogh its prodecessor might have pro-
duced st viae of things oot of which it had grown, [f the

Adminisirntion bl heen guilty of precipitating this dire calnm-
ity upon the counter, or if they should now refase the terins
ol praco whic, wore generally understood to have been oflvr-
ed by Mexico, they were responsible before God and v
for all their e neglects in relation to the*whole subject,
After the toal wound we bad inflicted on the national honor
nnd independonce of Mexieo, liy the abeorption of a revolted jro.
vinee, which sle sull elaimed ae on integral part of her e

pire, Me. M. would not say that it hed ever been possible 1
wold & war o Lot e had been well shown by his friend fron
Connecticut, "uilvetood to refer to Mr. Ihxoxn, ) the Adni-
nistraton never hod J...«-mﬁ,fg endenvored 1o avord 1l by soci -
ing the wou colings of Mexico, or doing any thing 1,
concilinte

this were tried they had no right to presune,
wouid refose all concilintion, She had
| no hostile acta; the casns belli had

beforehand, that she

al any rale con it

opcarred when the present war was provoked and common el
by we.  He would not say that the Administration had wan.
tonly plung. 1 jantry into this contest, with a fall know-
ledge beforehiand ol it character ani results ; bot this much
he would sy, tha! e had no doubt the President had order.
od the advance of our tee ops under the hope that he micht
therebiy gowd Mecico into some bostile act, that would serve ux
o plausible rew i for w large inereass of the army and navy,
and & proporiio e augmentation of Exegutize patronsg:

and that be caloclatel at the cont of a small war to extn
from Mexico ber fairest provinees, (herehy Phcing Previ-
dent Polk by (he e of President Tyler, on the bad eminerce
of those who underiook to become the ** enlargers of the ares
of freedom.”

Bat, besides all 1| 1%, the Executive resolved on taking str i«
to get the Calilornine.  The surrender of Oregon had been

predetermingd, aul it became nocessary to the frri-
tated feclings of the West, indignant as that high-spirited
people would I-'rf-nv-,_v be wt the loss U"M‘M.ﬂ hd Iu‘rn
taught was their ““ unquestionable” right. A war with Mex.
Kn«irpluqnud teell an the resdiest and most likely method 10
effect !hll u?g:r-r, by opening to Western enterprise new re-
gione in the South, 1n place of those which it was deemed the |

and sce how that contemptible faction long continied to
swing backward and forward between the remonstrnncis of |
chnscionoe and party intorest, till they were at last (] by
means which proved irresistible. He should take j.ns to
learn what votes had been dictated by craven foar, and what
by damnable corruption.

But the eondoct of those who had been the most unsery-
wlous in plotting to effect annexation was leas cnormous in
wroeity than that of their Northern allics, who hud cxensed
their votes for annexation under the salvo of the * Wilmot
proviso,” or the ** Brinkerhoff proviso,” according to others.
If they chose to go to loggerheads with each othor sbout the
name lot them do so, and keep at it as long os they liked.
Mr. M. was willing 1o vote in support of tha! wir. Whe-
ther it was the Brinkerhofl or the Wilmot proviso, it was the
boldest exporiment that over had been tried on 1) crodulity
of the Amorican prople ; but nov, that that hum'v; had ut-
torly failed to sccomplish either of the objects Lir which it
was gotten up, he should not be surprised if thooo who had
hean the ext and most clamorous in its favor «ould prove
19 be the very first to listen to the voice of tomjliion from
high places.

He knew that there were some Democrats who bnd voted
for that mensure who were men of -honor and ine iy, and
had been actuated by an honest regard: for the conl of the
people ; but others had been templed to concur in U meastre
as u means of testifying the regret they felt at Laving voted
for annexation. DBuat the great mass were of & (i Jifferent
dener) Bome were actasted by a propelling foree 'oper-
ating at home ; others for the sake of disposing «f un obnox-
ions Western lidato for the P ¥y Who hod commit-
ted himself by a vote in the Benate, while their Norihern ean-
didate Iny snugly perdo, and eseaped the responutitity, I
the same Western gentleman should be s eandidate, | i« noisiost
advoestos would find—{but what it was they woull find the
Reporter failed to hear. | In March that proviso ) been de-
feuted by five votes, after ha¥ing boen previowsly carried by
nine. Administration succeeded in its defoat by nwing
only five voles ¢ had more been necessary, they could have
had w. {‘rﬁﬂl, ““That is a l’ml."] Bat becie an eloe-
tion was approsching in New Hampshire, and snotlier in Con-

and something else was coming on in Maine, n dis-

was granted for this one time to Northery friends of
the Administration, and they were allowed s an act of grace
to vote for the ino, for this time.

Mr, M. said Lie was not very well acquainted with the pre-

 milver vessels. Disguise the scheme as 1

by accom "
The only remedy for the esils we endured was a just and
But what waes an bonorable peace 7 No
mm be honorable to us that was not at the eame time

rable 40 Mexico, There was no honor for the strongest
part mkwmahingin;h to an end, unless he had re-
gard to the honor of the weaker purty aleo. It was said Mex-
ico was largely indebled to us, and we must insist upon full
payment of the demand. Was Mexico indebted to us for se-
cretly fomenting rebellion in one of her inces 7 Did she
owe us for our taking forcible possession of territory she claimed

as hers, and which our own Senate had solemnly voted to be
f | hers? owe us for slaughtering herunnz'nndlngeiﬁ-

o

zens ; for the capture of the Custle of San Juan de Ulua ; for
the bombardment of Vera Cruz; for the caplure of her an-
cient eapital, or for the disgrace and dispersion of her Gov-
ernment?  What, in fact, did she owe us but the debts due
lo our private citizens for depredutions committed on their
property ?  And who could doubt that these ¢he was willing
and anxious to pay ? !

Butl, on the other hand, shad it never been declared here
that we owed Mexico for the loss of her province of Texas?
Nay, had no intimation been made to Mexico herself to thut
effect } Who was pre , who_was sble to strike the bal-
ance, and to show the amount duc from us? Our citizens
claimed some three millions for indemnities ; could any one
show that the compensation we owed Mexico was not twice or
three times three millions ? .

Gentlemen repudiated all idea of acquisition of territory by
conquest. Al they ssked was that we should California
and New Mexico as an indemnity to the United States for the
charges of this war. Mr. M. insisted there wasno excuse for,
the war on the plen of indemnity. Texas alone was indem-
nity enough. That alone was more than enough. A com-
K;Iliﬂl‘jf treaty to puy us for the war would be dishonorable to

exico, and doubly dishonorable to ourselves. And the Pre-
sident and the Administration were now ready to buy what
before was to have been obtained by conguest.

It ought never to be forgotien that the strength of a nation
was nol measured by the strength of her army or navy, or by
the splendor of its Government. A splendid Government was
not the object in the view of our fathers when they framed the
constitution. Would any gentleman maiatsin that the little
republic of San Marino was less happy than the great States
of Europe, or that the Duchy of any was less bappily
administered ‘than if it were under the splendid sceptre of
Metternich ?  Did gentlemen forget that the quiet, unpretend-
ing Norway was at this day the freest country in Europe * It
was not military strength which enabled a country to resist the
invasion of their liberties. Great flects and armies, on the
contrary, were themselves means of Executive patronage.
They were a concentrated embodiment of Execulive power,
while the resistance of that power was enfeehled from its be-
ing scattered. In small republics the distribution of power
among different departments tended to the jréservation of lib-
erty. But in large republics the reverse was true. The States
had no fleets, no regular armies ; and thongh the militia, even
of one State, might defy the armies of the Federal Govern-
ment to arms, yet those armies might nevertheloss enable an
ambitious and unprincipled President to subvert the liberty of
his country. So it had happened in the cuse of Rome: the
legions which had been raised for the protection of the fron.
tier had fixed a Dictator on the throne. And so it seemed not
impossible it should happen again, What had we lately seen ?
I'be legions of Pennsylvania had voted in Mexico. The bal-
lot-box was carried with them as & piece of camp furniture,
and amilitary commander issued his order for the holding of
an election for civil officers ! :

When a’country possessed a genial soil and climate, capa-
ble of sustsining buman life by moderate industry, and of
furnishing the materials of a profitable commerce, am! of gup-
plying its population with ample means of resisting invasion
from without, and when its position as a nation was recog-
nised and respected by the family of nations around it, that
nation was in possession of all the conditions of national pros-
perity,  T'o it nothing could be gained by a war for territory.
Now, the United States had reached thiz point long ago. He
was of opinion that our ofiginal limits were amply sulficient
1o eecure to us all these- advantages. And he often felt in-
clined to doult whether it had not been better for us had we
remained to this duy within those limits. Our territory was
then equal to the Kingdom of most European monarche; it
was inviolable by any foreign Power ; it supplied us with a
vast und growing commerce : what more Jid we need ?  Mr.
M. would not dispute the wisdom of ncquiring Florida and
Eastern Louisians, because that scemed to be needful to furnish
ad for Western commerce : but he did not see how our
condition could be improved now by auy new acquisitions.
He eould not perceive how the value of Southern land would
be inereased, or the price of Genesee flour raised, by our get-
ting New Mexico ; or how the merchanis of Boston, and New
York, and Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and Charleston would
be enriched by having the seat of the China trade transforred
to the Bay of San Francisco. We surely needed no more
land than we now had, either for population, commerce, or
delence ; and he was not willing to wage a guilly war fur the
benefit of posterity.

Mr. M. confessed, moreover, that he was a good deal skep-
tical ax to the very florid descriptions which were given us of
the regions of California and Oregon : but if they were all
that some represented them to be in fertility of soil and natu-
ral advantages of every kind, they would soon become able to
set up an ind nt government for themselves. Thoee
countries were rapidly filling up by a lation from the
midst of ourselves : they would naturally sympathize with
our forms of government ; but there could be no common in-
terest between them und us ; and the time must soon come
when the temporary bonds which mighs upite them to this

blic must be severed. And was it worth all the blood and
treasure of this war to obtain such an as that’
But, even should the acquisition of territory be permanent,
where waa the proof that it would beof any advantage to us ¥
The advantage was not to be found in their natural pro-
ductions : for all admilted that they would not sustain a
dense population : they were adapted only for the residence
of & people in the lowest stage of civilization, in*the semi-bar-
barous or pastoral stage. The population was mixed, hete-
rogeneows, and different from us in language, laws, religion,
and customs. The experience of years had proved that they
were unable 1o govern themselves : they were too ignorant to
appreciste the vatue and blessings of free government, or to
sustain it even when it should be set up them.

But how was this war 1o be cartied on ! Did the Admin-
istration really presume that the North would be weak enough
to bear the expenses of a war undertaken and prosecuted ex-
clusively to promote the interests of the South * The annex-
ation oi’ Texas, by bringing two new votes into the Senate, had
enabled the South to depreciate the industry of the North, and
deprive it of the national protection ; and now the same poli-
tical aspirante, after baving done this, and plunged the coun-
try in a war, called upon the North to pay the expenses of
the whole movement. The Secretary of the Treasury pro-
posed to tax ten and coffee ; others proposed to 4ax all the ar-
ticles of the free list ; others to tax bank stock and gold and
might, it was all
intended to shift the burden of this war, u for South-
ern interests, upon the shoulders of the North. Would South-
e gentlemen toll him what amount of bank stock was owned
by the three or four millions of our Southorn slaves ' What
amount of costly jewelry adorned their persons or their dress !
Or what golden goblets or silver plate were usunlly employed
by them at their meals ?

Mr. M. hore warned these gentlemen that none of these
schémes to tax one part of the country to pay for a war to
benefit the other part of it would ever succeed. Those who
commenced and were desirous of ing the war ought to
bear its burdens, and would have to bear them.

It had been very flatteringly said bere that the pux wore
too patriotic to refuso taxation for the' support of war.
Well, and if they were, were gentlemen here ready to tax
them sccording to the provisions and original intent of the
constitution—that was, in proportiun to representation ? If
sy Nogthern man should vote 1o tax the slaves who were ro-
presented on that fleor, what Southern man would vate for
the bill » It had boen enid by a gentloman liere that no direct
taxation would be needed.  Mr, M. wwas not of that opinion.
We never should get st a knowledge of the whole expenses
of this war; but Jooking st the various sourees of expendi-
tare while the war continued, and ot the'long train of claims
that should follow it, it would be found that the estimate
mnde by a distinguished gentlersan ot the osher end of the
Capitol was not an extravagant one.

he population of Mexico at this time was three times in
amount what ours had been at the Revolution § nor were they
divided as we had been by doubts as to the soundness of our
cnnse ; not a doubt was felt in any breast, but they were all
unittd as one man in the defenee of their country and their
religion. Now, il Grest Hriwain, after an eight years' con-
tent, mead content to withdraw her fleets and prmies, and sa-
crifice every point for which she had gone to war with us, at
what expense should we in the end be willing to withdraw
from Mexico and sign a peace, giviog all we wece willing to
ok and she to give,

Mr. M. said that he had thos briefly assigned some of the
re gainstthe acquisition of new territory ; and ho thought
that it was possible, by a union of good men throughout the
country, 1o avert thia dismemberment of Mexico, Let them
insist on a peace that shonld be short of any dismemberment
of Mexican territory ; let them refuse to sustain any longer
n war for conquest; gnd say that they wew ready to settle
upon the terme offered at the commencement of the struggle.

There was another consideration which ought to have com-

The mo-
South the
forth

g

2

pasasge of the su bill, in

May, 1846, was & committal of all whe voted for it to the sup-
port of the war. This, to ssy the leas:, was Dot very ingenu-
ous. The first bill, as reported, contaned no declaration of
war, nor any assertion that war existed by the act of Mexico 5
that declaration was foisted in by an smendment when but
two hours of debate remained, and no Whig was suffered to
get the floor to oppose it ; and the bill finally possed under the

jous :
Pnlsshhqlnthnﬁnémmwn ofthlvinlorluof'l':zz
at Palo Alto or Resaca ; every body supposed our army
in.mﬂhupnﬂimu’g, and that, if not reinforced, it
Tust ultimately be cut off. Wardoubtless existed ; and it was
our duty to reseue the little band of brave men who were in
wuch peril. Could they refuse this, altiough the preamble
was -aupon them by an inflexible majority ?  Most. of
them thought not. ‘They saw the snare which had been pre-
pared for them ; they were forced cither to seem tu sanction
the war or lo encounter popular indignation by refusing
supplies ; and they resorted to the only mode left them of
foiling the base stratagem of their opponents. Perhaps they
had been in error ; perhaps they should bave known better
the valor of our noble little army ; but, if they erred then,
it would be doubly an error now, afier the open avowal
which had been made of the iniquitous cbject for which the
war;' was carried on. L L

here were particular reasons ngainst new re-
giments asked by the Executive. The report from the War
Department stated that the regiments already in Mexico were
not filled ; the President should first fill these ranks before he
;::ed for new ones. But the policy \;u too cbvious to be

id. New regiments opened doors for new patronage,
Loaves and fishes were thus put st the di-pg:ul of lhe_l’rui-
dent wherewith toreward partisuns. And if these regiments
should be raised, did any one ex that the command of
them would be given to men of military experience ! If you
wanted to know who were to get the epaulets, only at
the hungry expectants who were flocking up like cormorants
and whooping like empty-bellied wolves at the heels of power.
He knew there were some most honorable exce 3 but
look at the mass of them who now elbowed you on the avenues
to the War Office. W hiskered coxcom Or-
landos—bustling manakins—fellows whose very eye seemed
to cry out, *‘Fee-fau-fum, I smell the blood of a-Mexican, and
I will bave some.” [Loud laughter.] - Mr. M. was almost
ready to cry with the prince in the play,
“ Mine are out,
With the fisree looks of all these bloody men.”

He referred to the gross injustice that had been done to the
bravest officers of the regular army. Not only had they been
trented with studied neglect, but n strenuous effort was made
to deptive them of the credit they had so dearly earned, and to
ascribe to the mere animal courage of volunteers what was due
to the skill and science of the educated gentlemen of the army.
He did not deny the valor and patriotism of the volunteers.
Americans had often proved their poseession of these virtues
on many a hard-fought field, when annexing Mexico. was
never heard of.  But what excited (he loud commendations of
intelligen! military men of other nations, was the skilful strat-
egetical movements, the scientific combinations, and judicious
ordering of the field which had guided the valor of the army
to such illustrious victories, This was owing 1o the military
education enjoyed by the leading officers. But this was de-
cried : and an effort would, he doubted not, yet be renewed to
prostrate the military school, and make the commands in our

army mere rewnrds of partisan services ; and the road to mili- |,

in political subserviency and

Yatl

tary preferment would be found
a stanch adh to party m

Mr. M. was referiing to the studied absence of all Execu-
tive commendation of the merits of those who had effected the
noblest exploits of valor and skill, when his hour expired, and
he resuined his seat.

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, next obtained the floor. He
was not insensible (he said) to the many disadvantages under
which he labored in rising to address the commitiee after the
very classical and clegant speech of the honorsble gentleman
from Vermont who had just preceded him—a speech as beau-
tiful in thought as it was chaste in its delivery, and as it was
(in his opinion) erroneous in its deductions and improper in
its conclusions. If he had had the opportunity to select the
position in the debate which he should have chosen for him-
self, he assured the committee that it would not have been to
follow the gentleman who had just resumed his seat. In-
deed, he had no ‘inclinntion to participat il|]|lI:; dz'lsicuwion,
except for the purpose of expressing, through the House to
those who migﬁt g::u an interest im the opinions which he
and his constituerits entertained, the views which he held in
regard to the great question under discussion. He desired
that when the nccount-emrent of uational sentiment in regard
to this war was made up, the opinions which he and his'con-
stituents cnteriained might be included .

He agreed with the eloquent gentleman to whom the com-
mitee had just listened, that the annexation of Texas was the
cause of this war. Whoever might doubt or dispute it, he
and his people were prepared to sdmit so much ; but they
never had admitied, and, without stronger reasons than had
heretofore been advanced, they never would admit, that it was
any just cause of war. It was, as the bonorable gentleman
from Vermont asserted, no necessary cause of war.  And yet,
if we had not had annexation, we should not have had war.
Mexico might have continued to destroy our property, to mur-
der our people, to insult our flag and violate, as she had vio-
lated, her treaty ations with the United States, and we
might have continued to bear it, as we had bome it in long
years gone by. But annexation brought Mexico in hostilo
array u| our soil, brought her with her armies and her
banners upon soil claimed by the people of the United States
as rightfully within our limits, and which, he thought he shouid
be able to demonstrate (if the proposition yet needed demon-
stration) did rightfully belong to this Government, .

This wes quite a different thing. Mexico upon a foreign
sea might insult our flag ; Mexico in some remote corner of the
universe might murder an American citizen ; Mexico might
violate her t ions with us ; and such was our love
of peace that we still would rely on diplomacy to get us out of
the difficulty. But when Mexico came upon our own soil,
and here insolted us and violated our national rights, it pre
sented a very different question.

What, then, was the Texas tho! was annexed to the Uni-
téd States, and out of which this controversy, said gentlemen—
out of which, he admitted-=—this war had sprung ? It was the
territory, in his which was acquired by the United
States from France by the treaty of 1803, and which was
ceded away—whether properly or improperly he would not
stop 1o inquire—by the treaty of 1519 to Spain. It was the
territory which the people of Texns upon the memorable bat-
tle-field of San Jacimto won, as we won the soil on which we
now stand, by the sword. It was the Texas from the Sabine
on the east, to the Rio Grande on the west. o

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. S8teraess) took (he

other day what he (Mr. B.) conceived to be the true ground
in regard to this question ; that Texas—revolutionary Texas,
if they #a 10 term it—was entitled to all the territory
which she conquered by ber arms, and over which she ex-
tended and maintained civil and military jurisdiction, whether
it wps included in the treaty .of 1803 or that of 1819. He
2 that the gentleman had scitled the controversy.
(Mr. B.) was willing to meet him on his own ground. Texas
was entitled to all the territory which she conquered her
arms, over which she extended und maintained civil mi
tary jurisdiction. Now, what territory was that It was
territory of Texas to the Rio (imnde on the west. When
did Mexico ever invade Texas excepiyacross that line ! And
when did Texos ever coase to amort her right to territory up
to that line 7 Whenever she pursaed the retreating foe, she
pursued them to the Rio Grande. That was her boundary ;
and when she crossed that, it she pursued further, it was only
to drive them a litthe beyond ihe line which she claimed.
. He went on to show that Texns had jurisdiction over the
disputed territory 3 that sho defined her boundaries ; that she
fixed the metes and bounds of counties within her limits, in-
cluding that territory in the valley of the Rio Grande, from
which she furmed a senatorial distriot, to all of which she had
the same title as to any other part of Tgxes, viz. the right
conferred by a successiul revolution.

He then reviewed the cirouinstances in connexion with an-
nexation, and quoted the declaration of the Mexican minister
10 this Government, that annexation would Be equivadent to
o daclaration of war.  He rocited the faeta in relation to Mr.
Slidell’s mission, and sail that it was a pretence to reject Mr.
Slidell because he was an envoy and not & commissioner, ar-
guing from the published documents that the Mexican Gov-
ernment had expected an cnvoy to be sent. In support of
this position, he quoted from the correspondence of Mr. Black,
our consal, and ssid it was brazen impudence to refuse an
envoy, who had power 10 «clilo all questions in dispute, under
the that they desired a commigsioner with power only
to sottle ono.  He thon wldrossed himeelf to the question so
much discussed, of the march of Gen. Taylor and his army
to the Rio Grande, with inarumiops to take a position on the
fromtier. Gen. lelnr had piiched his tent at ’Dm| Chiristi,
and on the 4th of October ho made & formel spplication to the
War Departinent to be allowed to move his poxition to the
Rio &m*'l'h;u rv-lmm fur this had been so often stated
on at he decmed it unnecossary to repeat them.
Tho request of Gen. T'yvlor wan not allowed until the 13th
of Janumy afterwards, though made on the 4th of October,
because nt that that time negalistions were in progress he-
tween the two Governments. My, Slidell, in compliance
with the of Mexico, had been sent to negotiate, and
of the 12th of January hin was received at the
Department informing this Govornment that he had been re-

jected, and consequently that all negotiations were at an end.
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ever lived, was murderad.
glories in hcina:llin, if slain he must be ;
on soil which Gen. Taylor said in his
And what was the next thing done ?
taken by Mexican soldiers, the particulars
B.) narrated.
were told that the war was unnecessarily
begun by the President of the United
brought this change o’er the spirit of their
Presidential election was app ing, and all the
whieh their opponents been accustomed Lo use was ex-
hausted. 'Something new was required. The gentleman
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Asumuw,) prematurely, some of
his friends doubtless thought, brought in his resolution de-
claring the war unnecessary and unconstitutional, and they
passed It-thvough, and they could not, therefore now return
from that position which they had assumed. That positi
then, they must occupy in the next Presidential contest.

* But, sgain, as to the means to carry on the war. A pro-
position had been brought in to levy direct laxes, which was
supported by a most extrmordinary argument,
were told it would never doto tax tea and coffee, but they
must have direct taxes. The slaves of the South must be
taxed, Piteous lamentations were uttered for the condition of
the poor man. No matter if the poor man was bareheaded
and exposed to the inclemency of the seasons—his tea and coflee
must not be taxed. Now, He devoutly and most religiously
believed in the maxim, millions for defence bt nol a cent for
tribute. He was ready to vote millions for the defence of the
honor and the rights of the country against foreign aggression,,
but he never would vote one cent of tribute for the support of
the large manufacturers at the North, He had no sympathy
for afy man, whether Whig or Democrat, who could not vote
for a tax on tea and coffee, bot could tax leather, iron, and
every otherarticle which the people used, to build up the lordly
manufacturers.

The committee then rose and the House adjourned.
————

T0 THE EDITORS.
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Wasmisorox, Frunvany 10, 1848,

Gesriewex : In your paper of this date I am reported as
haying said : ** But Gen. Taylor, instead of letting the river
¢ [the Rio Grande] alone, had ordered its mouth to be block~
“ aded, and sent a message to Ampudia, wamning him that
¢ the Mexican army must either withdraw from the river, or
¢ cross it and fight. This is incorrect. Instead of the words
here attributed to me I read an extract from Gen. Taylor's
letter of the 234 of April, 1846, to the Secretary of War, as
follows : **In my lust despatch I advised you that, on receipt
¢ of Gen. Ampudia’s summons to fall back from. my. position,
¢ I ordered a blockade of the mouth of the Kio Grande, deem-
“ing this n measure perfectly proper under the circum-
“stances. * * * I trustthat my course in this matter
¢ will meet the approval of the Department. It will at any
¢ rate compel the Mexicans either 1o withdraw their army from
* Matamoros, where it cannot be subsisted, or to assume the
¢ offensive on this side of the river.”

There are other important errors, inadvertently made, no
doubt, by ynu%’u::nlly accurate Reporters, which I will here-
after correct in"writing out what I said at length. I

Respectfully, JAMES H. THOMAS,

NOTE, BY THE EDITORS.

We give place, with cheerfulness, to the preceding note
from one of the Representatives in Congress from the State of
Teunessee ; and should have let it pass without a word, had
it simply corrected an error in the report of the honorable
gentleman’s speech, without the addition of expressions which
seem (o demand from us a few words of explanation in be-
half of the Reporters. e

Finst. Literal reports of speeches delivered in Congress
are not to be expected, and never have been made in any pub-
lic body. The echoes, and other interfering sounds in the
Hall of Representatives, preclude the idea of such reports in
that body.

Sgconpry., Full roports of the debates in that bedy must
not be expected, because the capacity of no daily paper pub-
lished in Washington could contain them. Nor are they at
ull necessary for the only purpose for which the Publishers
incur the enormous expense of such reports as @re made ;
which purpose ia not to publish daguerreotype portraits (so0 to
speak) of each Momber's speech, but to inform the readers of
the paper reported for, of the reasons, generally, which are
urged for or against any public measure. For this purpose
it may indeed be asked, and the question would be well put,
why publish more than one speech on each side of any
question ! T'o which we reply, that it is from habit, rather
than from reason, that we publish as many speeches as we can
on each side (or on all sides—for there are sometimes several
sides) of u question. 'We are under no obligation of any sort
to do it, and our readers would often be better pleased to see
the space in our columns otherwise occupied. The habit of
which we speak was contracted when this paper was the sole
reporter of debates in Congress, and was able to report the
debates at large with Tess inconvenience, because they did not
run out to half the length that they now do, in the aggregate,
under the hour-rule. 3

Turnory. If the reports were (o be both literal and accurate
(of speeches as spoken) they would require frequently
more corrections afler their appearance than gentlemen now
find necessary ; foreven the most sccurate speaker occasion-
ally uses other words (proper names, dates, and figures espe-
cially) than he intends, or mispronounces words, or omits some

He | civious word or iden, or repeats unconsciously what he had

but ‘just before said. This is a class of blunders sometimes
more unlucky than any that reporters usually make, which
the intelligent reporter, knowing what the speaker means,
always takes care to cofreet.

Fiwasey. As it is impossible, in the nature of things,
consistently with daily reports (from day to day)—which are
written out between the hours of five and twelve o'clock in the
ovening, and sent to press before the ink is dry—that an
opportunity can be given to each Member to revise the report
o1 synopsis of his speech on any oceasion, much allowance
should be made for the Reporters, anxious of all things to do
their duty fairly and faithfolly, and for the Publishers who
spread their labors before the public. ¢
* By the readers of the reports, alwo, it should be borne in
mind that the object and aim of reports is as above stated, and
that Members of Congress should ot be held responsible for
the exact turn of expression in the published report of any
debate, nor for defect of structure or want of connetion in the re-
ported romarks, unless they are understood to have written
them out themselves for publication, or at least revised the
reporls, I

The note from Mt Trosas was received afler his spoech
(on the other side of this sheet) had passed through the press.

e — 4
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8t Louis. On ay evening week,

been brought over, but befors it was drawn up, a boat going
out run acroes it and broke it. They repsired it, and muc-
ceeded in getting it over, and drawn up so high that the ferry
hnwdmdaru.mmna-:&mnwmw'
bably by & boat coming into port. Yesterday they made sev-
eral unsuccessfal attem At one time they got it over,
when a boat going out it ; they then got it out of the
m,mhnum:mnr.mz“w:;
be suspe across the river so high as to be out of” danger
from the boats. .

The first cord of the suspension scross the falls
Niagara was passed over on the 31st b

.




